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foiirces be railed above the earth's ordinary fur face, fo that 
they mav run upon a defcoit. Woodwards Nat, Hijhry. 

I round my felt within my depth; and the declivity was fo 
fmallj that I walked near a mile before I got to the fhore. 

Gulliver's Travels* 

Dec li Vo us. a/(j, [dcc/tvis? Tat.] Gradually defeending; jiot 
precipitous; not perpendicularly finking: the contrary to 
acclivous; moderately ftcep 
To DECO'CT. V. a. [ dec^quo decoffum, Latin.] 

1 * Eg prepare by boiling for any ufe; to digeft in hot water, 

2, to digeft by the heat of the ftomach. 

J here fhc decocts, and doth the food prepare; 

'1 here fhc diftributes it to ev'ry vein, 
i here fire expels what foe may fitly (pare. Davies* 

3- 1 o boil in water, io as to draw the firength or virtue of any 

thing. 

The longer malt or herbs are dwfltd in liquor, the clearer 
h is, Bacon's Nat u^a' Hi /hry, N°* 308. 

4, I o boil up to a confidence ; to ftrengtheii or invigorate by 
boiling, - 1 

Can fodden water, their barley- broth, 

Dec&B their cold blood to fucli valiant heat, Shakefp, FA, V. 
Deco'ctible* adf [from dart 7.] That which may be boiled, 
or prepared by boiling, DUl, 

Decq'ction* n* f [ dcccSlum, Latin.] 

1, / he. aft of boiling any tiling, to extract its virtues. 

In i nfuiion the longer it is, the greater is the part of the 
gmfs body that gocth into the liquor; but in dtcottion, though 
more gocth forth, yet it cither purgeth at ihe top, or fettleth 
at the bottom. Bacon s Natural EUJhtry, N°, 308* 

1. A preparation made by boiling in water. 

I hey diftil their htiibands land 
In decoclhns ; and are manrdd 
With ton empirics, in their chamber 
laying for the fpirit of amber. Ben, Johnfin. 

If the plant he boiled in water, the drained liquor is called 
the dccoZUon of the plant. firlmthmi m Aliments* 

.Dec ok : t URE. n. jl [ from decctf , J A lubftance drawn by 
decoction. 

Dlcoli.a ‘t ion. n, f [decollates Cat ] r 1 'he aft of behead fog* 
He, by a decollation ol all hope, annihilated his mercy : 
this, by an immoderancy thereof, deftroyed his juftice, Bn urn. 
Decomposite* adj . [ dcconipsft as, Latin.] Compounded a 
fecond time; compounded with things already compofite. 
Decamp Jim of three metals, or mure, are too long to in- 
quire of, except there be fume campolldons of them already 
obferved. . Bacon s Phyj. Rem* 

Decomposition. n*f* [decompfitus, Lat.J The act of com- 
pounding things already compounded. 

We confider what happens in the compofitions and decom- 
pofttions of fall ne particles* Boyle, 

To DECOMP Q^UJJD. v. a. [decomfom, Latin.] To compile 
of things already compounded ; to compound a fecond time; 
to form by a fecond comp olid cm. 

Nature berfelf doth in the bowels of the earth make deesm* 
founded bodies, as we fee in vitriol, cinnabar, and even in 
fulphur itfelL Boyle s Sccpt , Chynu 

When a word ftundy for a very complex idea, that is com- 
pounded and decompounded, it is not cafy for men to form and 
retain that idea exaftly. Lode, 

If the violet, blue and green, be intercepted, the remaining 
yellow, orange, and red, will compound upon the paper an 
orange; and then, if the intercepted colours be let pafs, they 
will fall upon this compounded orange, and, together with it, 
decompound -1 white. Newtons Oft * 

I ) eco m p o'v n o . adj, [ f f om the verb. J Com pofed of t! 1 i ngs or 
words already compounded ; compounded a fecond time. 

Flie pretended falts and fulphur are fo far from being 
elementary parts extracted out of the body of mercury, that 
they are rather, to borrow a term of the grammarians, deecm-* 
pound bodies, made up of the whole meJal and the menftruum, 
ur other add it aments employed to difguife it. Beyle, 

No body flhould ufe any compound or decompound of the 
fubftantiai verbs, but as they are read in the common conju- 
gations, Arbuthnot and Pope s Mea t, Seri In 

D V. f c ok ament. n . f [from Awwfc] Ornament; embellifh- 
merit Dt£f* 

To D 1 VCORATE. v. a, [dean, Latin*] To adorn ; to cm- 
bellifo ; to beautify. 

Decor a'tion. n, f [from decor ait . ] Ornament; embellifh- 
meut ; added beauty. 

The cnfigns of virtues contribute to the ornament of 
figures; Inch as the decorations belonging to the liberal arts, 
and to war. Drydens Dufrcfnoy, 

This helm and heavy buckler I can (pare, 

As only decorations of the war : 

bo Mars is arm'd for glory, not for need. Dry den, 

Dfcora'tor* fi. j* [from decorate ,] , An adorner ; an embvl- 

lifher. 

Dei o'Rot's. adj. [deezrus, Latin.] Decent; fujtable to a cha- 
racter; becoming; proper; befitting; feemly. 

it Is not lo di&TQusy in refpeft of God, that be foould im~ 
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mediately do all the meaneft and triflingeft things hinif 1 * 
without making ufe of any iuferiour or fubordiinte • 

To DECORTICATE. ». «. {d'cmUo, LatinT To d& 

the bark or huik ; to hufk j to peel ; toilrip. 

Take great bailey, dried and deeertkand \ after it u „ „ 
waihed, and boil it in water. jLZFJS 

Decoktica'tion. n.J. [from deem-tiatie.’] Thca&ofiirjEi^ 
the bark or hufk, " n E 

D ECU RUM. n ,j: [Latin.] Decency ; behaviour contrarv to 
iicentioumcfs, contrary to levity ; feemlinefs. ' ' 

li your mailer 

Would have a queen his beggar, you mu ft tell him 
That maj efty, to keep decorum ^ mu ft * 

No Id's beg than a kingdom. Shabjpeare's dm. cml Ckob 
I am far from fufpefling Amplicity, which is bold totrd; 
pafs in points of decorum. Won 

Beyond the fix'd and fettled rules ^ 

Of vice and virtue in the fchools, 

'I'he better fort foould fet before 'em 
A grace, a manner, a decorum. f r y 

Gentlemen of the army foould be, at leaft, obliged 
tcrnal decorum : a profligate life and Tar after foould not be a 
means of advancement. 

He kept with princes due decorum ; J * 

Yet never flood in awe before ’em. Swift, 

To DECOY , v. a [from hey > Dutch 3 a cage,] To lure into 
a cage ; to in trap ; to draw into a fnare. 

A fowler had taken a patri-Jgc, who offered to dtw\ her 
companions into the fnarc, V 

Dec, yd by the fimraftick blaze. 

Now loft, and now renew'd, he finks abforpt. 

Eider and horfe. Tbomjhis Autumn, L 1165. 

Dr co y y* n.J, [from the verb.] Allurement to mifchkh } 
temptation* 

'1 he devil could never have had fucli numbers, had be not 
ukd fume as decoys to en fnarc others. Government of the Tongue, 
Thdc exuberant productions of the earth became a con- 
tinual decoy and fiiare: they only excited and fomented lulls. 

If ledivardd Natural Hijhry 
An old dramdrinkcr is the devil s decoy. 

DecoA DUCK, n , j. A duck that lures others. 

There is like wife a fort of ducks, called deeoydud^ that 
will bring whole flights of fowl to their retirements, where 
are conveniences made for catching them. Mortimer** Hmk 
To DECliE'ASE* v. n. [deaijco y Latin.] To grow Jcfs; ta 
be diminUhedp 

From the moon is the fign of fc a ft s, a light that decrcaftti 
In her perfeftion. Eccluf, xliii, 7, 

Unto fifty years the heart annually increafeth the weight of 
one drachm; after which, in the fame proportion, it do* 
crcafeth. Broivn s Vulgar Errours^ I. v. t . 20. 

It is to be obfcrved, that when the fun comes to his tro- 
picks, days increafc and deer cafe but a very little for a great 
while together, Newton s Oft* 

Lfo DeCRe/ase, v. a. To make lefs; to diminifo. 

He did difhonourablc find 

Thofc articles, which did our Hate dccrcafc. Daniil's C Uhr, 

Nor cheriih’d they relations poor. 

That might dtereafe their prefent ft ore. Prior. 

Heat increafes the fluidity of tenacious liquid:,, ns of oil, 
balfam, and honey; and thereby dareafa their rdiftancc. A nttU 
Decrease, n.f [ from the verb,] i he ftate of growing Ids; 
decay. 

By weak’ning tod, and hoary age okicome. 

See thy decreaje, and haftcu to thy tomb. Prior, 

2. i he wain; the time when foe vifible face ol the moon grows 

left. 'Y 

See in what time the feeds, fet in the iucreafe of the moon, 
come to a certain height, and how they difter from thole diac 
are fet in the deer cafe of the moon, Bacon s A atnrrJ HtjEty 
To DECRET. v. n, [ decretum , Latin.] To make an edift , 
to appoint by edict ; tu cftablifii by law; to determine; 
xefolvc. 

They foall fee the end of the wife, and fhail not undef- 
ftand what God in his conn ltd hath decreed of him. Illfd* n. 

Father eternal ! Thine is to decree \ 

Mine, both in hcav’n and earth, to do thy will. 

Mikoifs Paradije Lojfy b\ X. F 0 . 

Had heavhi decreed that I foould life enjoy, _ 

Heav'n had decreed to five unhappy T roy. Drydcn j don. 
To Decrf/e. v* a . Fo doom or aifign by a decree. , 

Thou foalt ajfo decree a thing, and it foall be eftabliihcd. 

The king their father. 

On juft and weighty reafons, has decreed , 

His feeptre to the younger. Howtos Ambitious Step-tn-jUa* 
Decr izfo. 17. /. [deeretuvu Latin.] 

1 . An edict ; a law. 

If you deny me, fic upon your law! t r 

There is no force in the decrees of Venice ^ ^ C^hc 
There went a decree from Cadar Auguftus, that aw 

world foould be taxed, - iU U f [C 
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Are we condemn’d by fate's unjuft decree* ^ 

No more our houles and our homes to foe ? Dry den j tyry 
The Supreme Being is fovcrftgnty good ; he rewards 1 -e 
Juft, and punifhes the unjuft: and rbe folly ft man, and not 
the decree of heaven, is the caute ut human calamuy. Broome. 

2, An eitabliihed rule. 

When lie made a decree for the rain, and a wav toi the 
lightning of the thunder, yrf xxvlii. 

- A dctenriinatioii ot a fult, or litigated caufe, . . t 

^ rfjj canon law.] An ordinance, which is enacted by tue 
pope himfolf, bv and with the advice ol Ins cardinals in coun- 
cil ailembled, without be-ng confulted by any one thereon. 

Ay iff * J Par ergon. 

Dftc R J m ext. n. f ^decrement am, Latin . ] Dec it a te ; the date 
of growing lefs; die quantity loll by decrcaiing* 

Upon the tropick, and firft defeenfion from our folfiicc, 
we are fo;irce fenfihle of dcclinat.on; but declining farther, 
on r decreme t accelerates: we fet apace, and in our laft days 
precipitate into our graves. Bro-u/As Vulgar Err ours. 

Rocks, mountains, and the other elevations of the earth, 
fu fie r a continual den * cment , and grow lower arid 1 o w e r . //' codzv . 
DKCRF prr. a j [deaffttm^ Latin.] Wafted and worn out 
with age ; in the laft ftage ol decay* 

l tecrepit mifor ! bale, ignoble wre tch ! Shakefp, H, VL 
Thefe years were f hot t of many mens lives in this decrepit 
age of the world, wherein many exceed fourfeore, and fomc 
an hundred years* KalAyjf s Hijhry 9 j the florid. 

This pope is decrepit^ and the belt gocth for him : take or- 
der hat there be chofcn a pope of freOi year. Bacon's IE If a>\ 
Decrepit fupci ftition, and juch as had their nativity in times 
beyond all hiftory, are frefli In the obforvation of many 
head S Brc wn ' s Vulga r Err ours. 

And from the North to call 

Decnfit Winter. A-EmnT Paradije / off la x. /* 655. 

Who this obferves, may in hi body find 
Decrepit age, but never in his mind. Denham . 

Propp'd on Ids ftaff, and {looping as he goes, 

A painted mitre (hades his furrow’d brows ; 

[ be fjod, in the decrepit form array'd. 

The gardens enter'd, and the fruits furvey’d. Pope. 

The charge of witchcraf t tnfpires people with a malevo- 
lence towards thofc poor dec ie pit parts of our fpecies, in 
whom human nature is defaced by Infirmity and dotage. Addif 
To DECREPITATE, v. a, [deo-fpo 7 Latitii] To calcine fait 
till it has ceafed to crackle in the fire. 

£0 will it come to pals in a pot of fait, although decrepitated. 

Brown s Vulgar Er roars, b, i 1 . 
Decrepitation, n, f [from decrepitate . ] The crackling 
noife wliidi fair makes, when put over the fire in a cru- 
cible, Ahdncy. 

Df.che pit ness, j n, f [from decrepit. J The laft ftage of de- 
Dec rkVitud ji, J cay; the laft effects of old age. 

Mother earth, in this her barren nefs and decrepit ntfs of age, 
can procreate luch fwarms ot curious engines. Bentleys Serm. 
Decrescent* adj, [from decrejlem, Latin*] Growing lefs; 
being in a (fote of decreafe. 

Decretal, adj. [decrctum^ Latin*] Appertaining to a decree ; 
containing a decree* 

A decr rial epiftle ss that which the pope decrees either by 
himieD, or elfe by the advice of his cardinals ; and this mull 
be on his being con fultfid by fomc particular perfon or per- 
\om thereon. Aylffds Pu r erg on. 

De cKHTAi* n. /. [from the adjeftive.] 
i. A book ot decree' or edicts ; a body of laws. 

I he fecond room, whole walls 
w ere painted fair with memorable gefts, 

Gl magiff rates, of courts, of tribunals. 

Of commonwealths, of Rates, of policy, 

Ui law-, of judgments, arid of decretals, Fahy Dhtecn^ ^.ii. 
7. ! te colkdlion of the pope’s decrees. 

I raditions and decretals were made of equal force, and as 
^ authentica! as the (acred charter itfclf. Howcts Vocal HrrefL 
Dr C ■ etist. n.J, , from decree,] One that ffudics or pjfofef&s 
:l?e knowledge of the d eretal, 

I he decretyh had their .life and beginning under the reign 
of the emperor Frederick Barbarofla. ^ Ayliffi s Panrzm. 

Decretory, adj. [from decree . ] 
r. Judicial; definitive. 

ft here are lenitives that fricndftfip will applv, before it will 
be brought to the decretory rigouii of a condemning fontence. 

P . . 1 South's Sermons. 

1 ' ntlca l > m which there is feme definiuve event* 

ft he motions ot the muon, tupped ed to be meafured by 
kvcn f and the critical or deeret r y days, depend on th/t 
number. Bonus Vulgar En curs, b. iv. r. 12. 

r. v Rj ai. n. f [from decry , J Clamorous cenfure ; hafty or 
'r n °AL C ^ d , emnatioi H concurrence in cenfuring any thm^, 

I O DECRY . V, a, [dircrier, French,] To ceiifurc ; to bU 
clamoroufly * to clamour again ft. t 

Malice in criticks rciijns di high. 

1 hat for tmall errours they whole plays decry 
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Thofc meafures which arc extolled by one half of the 
kingdom, are naturally decreed by the other- Addijon tBmh 
Thev applied them&lvcs to Jdlcii their aiithom) , dwy** 

them as hard and unneceflary reftraint.^ n 7f}r • * 

Quacks and inipolfors au llill cautioning us to beware or 

counterfeits, and Jeay others cheats only to make more way 

for their own. f c ] v u l 

Decu'mbence* 7 n*f [deeumb^ Latin.] ft h^ act o ) 

De co MBENCY. f down; the poiture of tying down, 

T his mull come to pafs, if we hold npi iwn they hr? not 
down, and enjoy no decumbeme at all ; for ftation is pro^. . ^ no 
rdR but one kind of motion. Browns Bulge*' Errours, b. nu 
Not confideiing the ancient manner of deambmc% he im- 
puted this geftuteof the beloved disciple unto nihicity, <>r 
aft of incivility, / rmw's l ttlgar Errours, b.v. c, b. 

Dtn'M liiru rit n. f [I tom cue umbo, Lati n. j 
j . ft he time at which a man takes to his bed in a difeale, 

2. [In ailrology ] A fcheme of the heavens creeled for that 
time, by which the prognolllcks of neovery or death arc do- 

covered* 

If but a mile fhe travel out of town, 

The planetary hour mult firft be known^ 

And lucky moment : If her eye but akes, 

{ )r itches, its decumbiture fhe takes* Dry den $ Sat. vu 

Df/cuplc, adj, [aectfplus, Larin.] I enfold; the lame number 
ten times repeated. 

Maids length, that 1 % a perpendicular from the vertex unto 
the idle of the foor, is decup c unto profundity; that a 
d 1 reft line between the breaft and the I pine. Browns pul. Err, 
Sup poling there be a thou fund forts of infects in this ifland, 
if vlie fame proportion holds between the infects 01 England 
and of the reft ot the world, as between plants domett: rk and 
exptick, that is, near a decuple, the jpecies of ihkCrs vAl 
amount to ten thou fa nd. Ray on the C t eation. 

Di cu / rion. n.J, [deevrio, Lat.] A commander over ten ; an 
officer fuhordinate to the centurion. 

He infficuted decuriws through both thefe colon ici, that is, 
one over every ten families. Tempi*. 

Dec u f R si on. n.j: [ decurfus, Lat. ] ft’he act of ru nni ng down . 
What is decayed by that decurfion of waters, is UippUed by 
the terrene faces which water brings. Hale s Ong. of Mankind, 
De curt a Y ion. n.J \dtairiatio, Latin,] T he act ot cutting 
lliort, or fhbrtcning. 

To DECUSSATE, v.a. [deeufo, Latin.] To interfeeft at 
acute angles. 

This it performs by the aclion of a notable mufcle on each 
fide, of a great length, having the form of the letter X, 
made up of many fibres, dec tffa ting one another longways. Ray. 
De cl'ssa tion. », f [ from decufj ate. ] \ he act ol croffing ; 

Rate of being c roiled at unequal angles. 

Though there be decufj at. on of the rays in the pupil of the 
eye, and fo the image of the object in the retina, or bottom 
of the eye, he inverted ; yet doth not the object appear in- 
verted, blit in its right or natural pofture, Ray on the Creation* 
To DEDE CORATE. v. a. [dedecor & 9 Latin.] To di (grace ; 

to bring a reproach upon. Dt£$, 

D t p e cora 'tio n* n.J. [ from dedeccrate , ] ft he aft of d i f- 
gracing; difgracc. Diet* 

D £ d £ : c o? 0 u s. adj, [ dedam, Lat . j D i (grace ful ; reproac hfu] ; 

fhamefuJ. DiLt* 

D v. den t 1 r r ion, n. f [ de ai j J dentitio, Lat. ] Lofs or fhedding 
of the teeth. 

bole *n divided it into ten feptenarics, becaufo in every one 
thereof a m.m received fame lenlible mutation : in the firft is 
dedent 1/ iok\ or falling of teeth. / r. iuds Vulgar Errours, b. iv. 
To INDICATE, w/tf. {dedeo, Latin.] 

r . To devote to feme divine power ; to confocrate and fet apart 
to facred ufes. 

A pleafant grove 

Was foot up high, full of the 1 lately tree 
i hat dedicated U to olympick [ove. 

And to his fon Alcidcs, when as lie 

Gain'd in Nemea goodly viftory. Fairy f^ueen, h. ii. cant, 5. 
1 lie princes offered for dedicating the altar, in the day that 
it wa« anointed* Ntim, vii, 10, 

Warn’d by the fecr, to her offended name 
We rais'd, and dedie a U this wondrous frame. Drydens cEn* 
2. To appropriate fulcmnly to any perfon or purpofcd 

There cannot he 

That vulture in you to devour fo many, 

A* will to greatnefi dedicate thenifdves. Shahjp. Macbeth . 

Ladle , a geifral welcome from his grace 
Salutes you all : this night he dedicates 
ft’o lair content and you, S- ahfpeares Henry VIII. 

He went to learn the profoffion of a foldier, ru which he 
had dedicated hi mfdfi Cldrttidoit. 

fi d her i-jftantwed. 

And quiet dedicate her rernnan life 

ft o the juft duties of an humble wife, p ; 

3 ‘ ft o infer! be to a patron, 

1 ??» Cor VP iletJ Un boo]:^ and dedicated them to the 

lord Burghlcy. Peacbam on Poetry. 
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